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THE BASIS, CONSTITUTION AND ORJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
BAPTIST CHURCHES IN THE PRESIDENCY OF BENGAL, 
As adopted on the 28th December, 1843. 


BASIS. 


This Association is a voluntary Union of Baptist Churches 
within the Presidency of Bengal, holding the following principles : 
The Sacred Scriptures are the sole Rule of Faith and Practice: 
In them are revealed as essential verities, the Unity of God; the 
equally Divine essence and perfections of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit ; the fallen condition of Man; his Salvation, by 
justification through faith in the atonement and righteousness of 
Christ—and not by works ; the necessity of his regeneration and 
sanctification by the power of the Holy Spirit ; and the certainty 
that genuine faith works by love, purifies the heart, and, there- 
fore, sanctifies the life. 


CONSTITUTION, 


I. The Members of this Association shall consist of the Pas- 
tors and Delegates of the Associated Churches, together with such 
Baptist Ministers, without pastoral charge, as reside in the Pre- 
sidency of Bengal. 

II. The admission of any Church and its Pastor, and of any 
Minister without pastoral charge, shall depend upon the consent 
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of the Association, expressed by vote, on the application of the 


parties themselves. 

III. Churches and Ministers once admitted into the Associa- 
tion shall continue to enjoy that privilege, until they voluntarily 
resign it, or, by a Resolution of the Association, they are depriv- 
ed of it, on the ground of false doctrine, or scandal, or such other 
reason as may appear sufficient. 

IV. Each Church, in connection with the Association, shall 
be entitled to elect two of its Members, as Delegates, on every 


occasion of the Association assembling, to appear with its Pastor 


as its Representatives. 
V. At each assembling of the Association, a Moderator shall 


be chosen ; who shall preside, with the usual authority for regulat- 
ing discussion, at all the meetings for business, and shall occupy 
the Chair at the opening of the next Association, until his suc- 
cessor has been elected. In the occasional absence of the Mo- 
derator, a temporary Chairman, invested with the same authority, 
shall be elected by the members present. 

VI. For record and correspondence, two Secretaries shall be 
appointed by the Association, whose appointment shall be annual. 

VII. At the close of each Session of the Association, a Stand- 
ing Committee shall be appointed, of which the Moderator for the 
year, and the Secretaries shall be members ea officio, to act on 
behalf of the Association, and according to its instructions, 


during the year. 


OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
I. The First Object of the Association is the promotion of 


spiritual edification, through the cultivation of Christian fellow- 
ship; and to secure this object, the following arrangements are 


adopted, viz. 
‘1, Every Annual Session of the Association shall open with 


meetings for devotion, in Bengalee and English, in the afternoon 
and evening respectively, of the day preceding the commencement 
of business. 
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2. On the following morning, an early prayer meeting in 
both languages shall be held ; and in the forenoon, at the first 
meeting for business, immediately after the election of the new 
Moderator, a series of religious services shall be adopted, accord- 
ing to a scheme previously prepared by the Standing Committee, 
unless there appear sufficient reason for its modification. 

3. Amongst the religious services of the Association, there 
shall always be at least one Sermon in English, and one in Ben- 
galee, by Preachers appointed at the previous Session of the As- 
sociation. 

4. An Annual Letter, on some important point of Christian 
Doctrine or Practice, prepared by a Brother nominated to that 
duty by the Association, shall be adopted, and printed for circu- 
lation amongst the members of the Churches; together with the 
Breviates of the Association. 

5. The Letters from the Churches shall be read in an open 
Meeting appointed for that purpose: And all the meetings for 
the above objects shall be open, that the benefits connected with 
them may be unrestricted. 

II. The Second object of the Association, is the attainment 
of every thing tending to the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, which can be attained by mutual counsel and co-opera- 
tion, without interfering with the spiritual independence and in- 
ternal government of the Churches. And such undertakings the 
Association will adopt or relinquish as occasion suggests. 

1. For the consideration of any undertakings that may be 
proposed, and the management of such as are adopted, Special 
Committees shall be appointed at a general meeting of the As- 
sociation, who shall report progress. 

3. Minutes of the transactions of the Association, in all its 
meetings, shall be prepared by the Secretaries ; which, after having 
been submitted in draft to the business meeting immediately fol- 
lowing that whose transactions they record, and being passed, 
shall be engrossed in the Minute Book of the Association, and 
signed by the Moderator. 
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| 4, The Minutes of the last meeting of every Session of the 
| Association, together with the draft of the Breviates for publica- 
tion, shall be passed by the Standing Committee, and the record 


be signed by the Moderator, or, in case of his absence, by the 
Chairman of the Standing Committee. 


CIRCULAR LETTER, 


OF THE ASSOCIATION OF MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS OF THE BAP- 
TIST CHURCHES IN THE PRESIDENCY OF BENGAL ; 
Assembled at Serampore, from the 24th to the 27th Dec. 1844 ; 


TO THE CHURCHES THEY REPRESENT, 


Dar BRETHREN, 

In this letter we purpose directing your attention to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as he is exhibited to us under the former economies; 
hoping, that thereby we shall endear both Him, and the record 
which contains so much concerning him, more and more to your 
hearts. We shall, therefore, without any further preface proceed 
at once to our subject,—Curist In THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

In reading the Old Testament two things are apparent : 

Ist, Ihe many communications which were, from time to time, 
made respecting Christ; and, 2d, The various means which 
were adopted for making known these communications to the 
world. It will be our business, as we proceed, to notice both of 
these conjointly. 


The first time that any mention is made of Christ is in the 


book of Genesis, where God is represented as thus addressing the 
serpent: “‘ And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed : he shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel,’ (Gen. iii. 15.)—words which are 
generally believed to contain a prediction of the following things : 
namely, that Christ was to be of the seed of the woman only, not 
of the man, that is, he was to be born of a virgin; that he was 
to suffer somewhat from Satan; and that Satan was to suffer 
somewhat still more from him. How far Adam and Eye, in 
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whose presence this communication was made, comprehended 
what was meant, we are not informed ; but it is likely that they 
understood as much as their son Abel, or as any of those who 
lived before the flood. And how much they understood is ma- 
nifest from the New Testament. Of Abel it is said: “ By 
faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,” 
(Heb. xi. 4.)—a faith which must have had asits object the com- 
ing and death of the Messiah, him whom all the sacrifices typifi- 
ed. Of Enoch it is said, that he preached even of the coming of 
Christ at the day of judgment: ‘ And Enoch, also, the seventh from 
Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold the Lord cometh with 
ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgment upon all.” (Jude 
14, 15.) And of Noah it is said, that he wasa preacher of righ- 
teousness (2 Pet. ii. 5.), even of that righteousness of which he 
himself was an heir (Heb. xi. 7.), the righteousness which is of 
God by faith in Christ. Indeed, it is expressly intimated, that Christ 
was the grand subject of Noah’s preaching to the antediluvians : 
‘‘ For Christ,” says Peter, “also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God ; being 
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit ; by which 
[Spirit] he [through Noah] went and preached to the spirits who 
are [now] in prison ; who sometime were disobedient, when once 
the long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the 
ark was a-preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved 
by water.” (1 Pet. iii. 18—20.) 

It is pleasing thus to observe how, at this early period of the 
world, instruments were raised up to make known the method of 
salvation to their fellow-men ; and, also, how clearly it seems to 
have been understood. And it is still more pleasing to discover 
that, though at the flood, all flesh had corrupted its way upon the 
earth, yet, previous to this catastrophe, not a few seem to have 
been believers on Christ; for besides its being said that there 
were. a nuymerons party called “ the sons of God” (Gen. vi. 2.), 
it is said also that “‘ men called on the name of the Lord,” 
(Gen. iy. 26.) words which, in the New Testament, are used 
as synonymous with believing on Christ. (Rom. x. 13.) 


11 


Nor, after the flood, does this knowledge of Christ seem io have 
been lost. Noah lived tiJl within 150 years of the call of Abra- 
ham (Gen. ix. 28), and Shem lived even up to that very period 
itself. (Gen. xi. 11.) And as the latter was equally a good man 
with his father, (the Lord being called “the Lord God of Shem,” 
Gen. ix. 26.) we cannot otherwise believe, than that both of them 
most diligently and constantly made known to others the truths 
concerning Christ of which they had been made the possessors. 
And besides these, there was Melchizedek, a man who is styled 
a priest of the most High God, (Gen. xiv. 18.) and who is men- 
tioned by the apostle as having been an eminent type of Christ. 
(Heb. vii. 1—4.) He, from his position in the world, being king 
of Salem, could not fail to exert a most beneficial influence upon 
the people around him; of whom, it is exceedingly probable, not 
a few were, in consequence, both worshippers of the true God, 
and earnest expectants of the coming of the Messiah. 

As men, however, at the period of the death of Shem had be- 
come somewhat widely dispersed, and had, many of them at least, 
fallen into the blinding and debasing sin of idolatry (Joshua 
xxiv. 2.), the Lord ever merciful towards the sinful children of 
Adam, called by his grace the patriarch Abraham, to whom (Gen. 
xvil. 1.), and to his son Isaac (Gen. xxvi. 24.), and to his grand- 
son Jacob (Gen. xxviii. 13.), he gave some fresh communications 
regarding the coming of the Messiah in the flesh, particularly that 
promise mentioned by the apostle, when he says : “‘ Now, to Abra- 
ham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, and to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ.” 
(Gal. ui. 16., Gen. xii. 2. 3.) And they, having thus been more 
fully informed of the appearing of the Saviour, and of him, too, as 
the medium through whom all the families of the earth should be 


blessed, were sent forth to itinerate among the nations, in order ’ 


to revive and publish afresh the glorious tidings. That this was 
really the object of all the patriarchs’ wanderings appears clear 
from the fact, that into whatever place they came, they always in 
the sight of the people erected altars and offered sacrifices (Gen. 


xv. 9., xxvi. 25., xxxiii. 20.),—things which could not fail to ex- 
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cite attention, and to lead to enquiry,—enquiry which could have 
but one answer, namely, that Christ was prefigured. And in addi- 
tion to these preachers of salvation, there was also the righteous 
Lot, who, no doubt, equally with them, announced to the men of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, the same blessed truths. (2 Pet. ii. 7, 8.) 
Thus we perceive, that through an additional two hundred 
years, or until the going down of the children of Israel to Egypt, 
the same knowledge of a coming Saviour, and the same kind of in- 
strumentality for spreading that knowledge, were kept up and 
maintained. And if, with an eye to that period, we examine a 
map of the world, we shall find that there was scarcely a part of 
the earth then inhabited which was not, at one time or another, 
visited by the patriarchs in their several journeys of mercy. 
Whether all the communications which were given to the fa- 
thers were made by Christ personally and visibly, it may be im- 
possible to say ; but it appears certain that some of them were. A 
singular Being every now and then appeared personally and vi- 
sibly to them and to others, bearing the names Jehovah, the Angel 
of Jehovah, or the Angel Jehovah, and invariably speke and acted 
as if possessing all the attributes of Deity. That this Being must 
have been Christ, is obvious from the twice-repeated declaration 
of the New Testament, that ‘no man hath seen God [the Father ] 
at any time” (John 1. 18., and 1 Johniv. 12.); but this Personage 
was often seen. And the same thing is no less obvious from the 
prophet Malachi’s designating the Messiah by the very names 
which were borne by him who shewed himself so often to the fa- 


thers: “ And Jehovah whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his 


temple, even the Angel of the covenant whom ye delight in.” 
(Mal. iii. 1.) 

It is certainly pleasing to meet with Christ personally and visi- 
bly’at such an early period of the world’s history ; and to meet 
him, too, evincing the same characteristics of mildness and mercy 
which were so prominent in him during the whole time of his re- 
sidence in the flesh upon earth. He never, at any time, comes 
into sight, but it is on an errand of love. It was thus that he ap- 


peared to Abraham, on the plains of Mamre, to announce to him 
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the near approach of the birth of his son Isaac, in whose seed all 
the families of the earth should be blessed : and then the language 
employed by him was such as was proper only for Omnipotence 
himself: “Is any thing too hard for Jehovah? At the time ap- 
pointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and 
Sarah shall have a son,” (Gen. xviii. 14.) : and it was thus, also, 
that, on the mount Moriah, he spoke to him again, telling him to 
save his son, his only son Isaac, when words, too, were uttered by 
him such as were befitting the mouth of God alone: ‘* And the 
Angel Jehovah called unto Abraham out of heaven the second 
time, and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for be- 
cause thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, 
thine only son, that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiply- 
ing I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the 
sand which is upon the sea-shore ; and thy seed shall possess the 
gate of thine enemies ; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed. (Gen. xxil. 15—18.) Twice, likewise, he appear- 
ed to Hagar in the wilderness, speaking to her not only the words 
of comfort, but the very words of Omnipresence : ‘“ And the Angel 
Jehovah said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that 
it shall not be numbered for multitude. And she called the name 
of the Lord that spoke unto her, Thou God seest me,” (Gen. xvi. 
10, 13.) : and on the second occasion it is said: “* And the Angel 
of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What 
ailest thee, Hagar ? fear not, for God hath heard the voice of the 
lad where he is. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thy hand, 
for I will make him a great nation.” (Gen. xxi. 17, 18.) And 
once at least he appeared to Jacob, and that as the hearer of pray- 
er,—a prerogative which belongs to God alone. To him Jacob 
said: “I will not let thee go, except thou bless me ;” and he, 
in reply, said: ‘‘Thy name shall be no more called Jacob, 
but Israel; for as a prince hast thou power with God and with 
men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob called the name of the place 
Peniel; for I have seen, said he, God face to face, and my life is 
preserved.” (Gen. xxxil. 26, 28, 30.) 

By these personal visits of Christ, the patriarchs seem to have 
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become almost intimately acquainted both with Him, and with 
the whole particulars of the scheme of mercy. Abraham appears 
distinctly to have understood that the command to sacrifice Isaac 
on mount Moriah, was typical of the sacrifice of Christ: ‘ From 
whence also,” says the Apostle, ‘ Abraham received Isaac in 
a figure or type.” (Heb. xi. 19.) Yea, so much does the venera- 
ble man appear to have been enlightened, that Christ himself 
saysofhim: “ Abraham rejoiced to see my day ; and he saw it, and 
was glad.” (John viii. 56.) Jacob speaks of him, too, as the Angel 
that had redeemed him from all evil (Gen. xlviti. 16.) ; and even 
mentions the tribe out of which he was to spring, and also 
gives a note of the time at which he was to come: “ The sceptre 
shall not depart from Judah, nor alawgiver from between his feet, © 
— Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people 

.” (Gen, xlix. 10.) 

os the time of Abraham and Moses the patriarch J RA a 
man who, like Melchizedek, was both a prince and a priest, and one 
who appears to have had no small degree of the knowledge of the 
Saviour. It is unquestionably of Christ that he speaks when he 
says: ‘I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth ; and though after my skin 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall | see God ; whom 
I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not 
another.” (Job xix. 25—27.) Elihu, too, an acquaintance of 
Job, and living in the same country with him, appears also to 
speak of Christ, when he says: ‘If there be a Messenger with 
him, an Interpreter, One among a thousand, to shew unto man 
his uprightness ; then is he gracious to him, and saith, Deliver 
him from going down into the pit, I have found a ransom.” (Job 
Xxxili. 23, 24.) | Whence these individuals had their knowledge 
of Christ, it may be impossible exactly to say; but it isnot unlike- 
ly, from the whole tenor of the book of Job, that they had their in- 
formation directly from God himself, in the same manner as Abra- 
ham, Isaac,and Jacob had theirs. And if so, this is an additional ex- 
ample of the care evinced by God for the keeping up of the know- 
ledge of Christ among the people of the whole earth ; for we may 
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rest assured, that whatever was communicated to some was for 
the purpose of being made known by them to others. 
The Israelites having now become too numerous to move up and 


down through the various countries around, as their fathers Abra- 


ham, Isaac, and Jacob, had done, they were, by the command of 
God, (Gen. xlvi. 4, 5.) sent down to Egypt, (that being then the 
chief country in the world, and the country visited by the people 
of all other lands who were in quest of knowledge), that there they 
might fulfil their destiny of being witnesses of the coming Saviour. 
And that they did there publish what they knew of Christ appears 
obvious from the fact of their having suffered reproach on his ac- 
count; for of Moses it is said, that he esteemed the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt. (Heb. xi. 26.) 
As, however, the population of the world was increasing, and 
as great and numerous nations were now growing up at some dis- 
tance from Egypt, the Lord, for the benefit of these people, de- 
termined on removing the Israelites out of that country in which 
they had for upwards of two centuries resided, and placing them 
once more in a central spot. And he determined, also, to make 
them, in various ways, so famous, that all the surrounding nation® 
should hear both of them, their God, their religion, and their ex- 
pectations of Christ. | Moses, one of themselves, and a man who 
had already given up a kingdom for the sake of Christ (Heb. xi. 
25, 26.), was the person selected to guide them to the country al- 
lotted for them. To commission and prepare him for this work, 
Christ graciously and personally appeared to him in the desert of 
Midian, where he, in his usual manner, addressed him in the lan- 
guage of tenderness, of love, and of pity in behalf of Israel ; and, 
at the same time, in language which declared himself to be Israel’s 
God : “ And the Angel Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire 
out of the midst of a bush; and said, 1 am the God of thy father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, And 
Moses hid his face ; for he was afraid to look upon God. And 
the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people who 
are in Egypt, and have heard their ery, by reason of their task- 
masters : for I know their sorrows ; and I am come down to deli- 
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ver them.” (Exod. iii. 2, 6, 7, 8.) And when the day came for 
the departure of the people, he, to guide and to defend them in 
the way, went himself personally with them, enveloped in the 
pillar of fire and of cloud; for thus it is written: “ And Jeho- 
vah,” or, as he is called in another passage, (Exod. xiv. 19.) the 
Angel of God, “ went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to 
lead them in the way; and by night ina pillar of fire, to give 
them light, to go by day and night.” (Exod. kui 24,):2) Lo en- 
courage also their chief men he called them up into the mount of 
Horeb, and gave them a view of himself in his glory ; and so con- 
descendingly and lovingly did he conduct himself towards them, 
that they remained sufficiently composed to be able to eat and to 
drink in his presence: ‘‘ Then went up Moses and Aaron, Nadab 
and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel: and they saw the 
God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved 
work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in its 
clearness: and upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid 
not his hand: also they saw God, and did eat and drink.” 
(Exod. xxiv. 9—11.) 

All this puts the character of Christ in an interesting light, 
and shews him to be the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
And that all the Israelites knew this gracious being to be Chnist, 
is obvious from what, on one occasion, was said to them by God 
the Father, who, though he never appeared to them visibly, yet 
is sometimes mentioned as having spoken to them audibly from 
heaven: ‘ Behold,” says he to them, “I send an Angel before 
thee to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee unto the place 
which I have prepared. Beware of him, and obey his voice, 
provoke him not: for he will not pardon your transgressions : for 
my name is in him.” (Exod. xxiii. 21, 22.) And that it was in- 
deed Christ who was with the Israelites in the wilderness, is plain- 


ly attested by the apostle Paul when he says: “ For the Israelites 
all drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that 
Rock was Christ. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them 
also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.” (1 Cor. x. 4, 9.). 


17 


The departure of the Israelites from Egypt, and their passage 
through the wilderness, having been attended with so many ex- 
traordinary events, all nations had their attention directed to- 
wards the sojourners: and consequently all could not fail to be- 
come more or less acquainted with their religion, and with the 
expectations which they entertained of a coming Deliverer. And, 
no doubt, it was just to excite this attention that God did by 
them, and for them, and on them, so many wonderful things as 
he did. That there was this attention excited appears particu- 
larly from what Moses said to the Lord, after the men return- 
ed from spying out the land: “And Moses said unto the Lord, 
Then the Egyptians shall hear it, (for thou broughtest up this 
people in thy might from among them,) and they will tell it 
to the inhabitants of this land ; for they have heard that thou 
Jehovah art among this people, that thou Jehovah art seen face to 
face, and that thy cloud standeth over them, by day-time ina pillar 
of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night.” (Num. xiv. 13, 14.) 

To the Israelites, also, when in the wilderness, a number of 
events happened, and a number of institutions were appointed, 
all of which had, in some particular or another, a reference to 
Christ. Among the former may be mentioned the descent of the 
manna, which was typical of Christ as the bread of life, (Exod. 
BV lies dh op ee 3.); the smiting of the rock in Horeb from 
which the water gushed forth, and which was typical of Christ 
as the water of life (Exod. xvii. 6., 1 Cor. x. 4.); and the lifting 
up of the brazen serpent, which was typical of the lifting up of 
Christ upon the cross as the Saviour of dying sinners (Num. xxi. 
7-9., John iii. 14): and among the latter may be mentioned the 
sabbatical year, which, among other things, was intended to giye 
the people time to acquaint themselves with all the revelations 
which God had made respecting the Messiah, (Deut. xxxi. 9-13); 
_ the feast of tabernacles, which, in the days of Christ, brought the 

multitude of the Jews up to Jerusalem, to see him and to hear 

the doctrine of salvation from his lips, (Exod, xxiii. 14-17., John 

vil. 2, 37, 88.); the feast of the passoyer, which, besides prefi- 

guring the sacrifice of Christ, (Eixod. xii. 46., John xix. 36., 1 
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Cor. vy. 7, 8.), brought the people together again at the same 
place, to see him offer himself up as an atonement for the sins of 
the world, (Exod. xxiii. 14-17., Matt. xxvi. 2, 17.); the feast of 
pentecost, which assembled them once more to witness, by the 
descent of the Spirit, the commencement of the last or Christian 
dispensation, (Exod. xxiii. 14-17., Acts ii. 1-11.) 5 and the feast 
of the year of jubilee, which not only prefigured the glorious bless- 
ings of the Gospel, (Lev. xxv. 8-55., Isa. Ixv. 1-3., Luke iv. 
18.), but led the people, for the sake of regaining every fiftieth 
year their alienated possessions, to keep accurate genealogical 
registers,—registers by which those prophecies might be verifi- 
ed, which asserted that Christ would be of the tribe of Judah, 
and of the family of David. 

In addition to all these, there were many other injunctions 
given to the Israelites, all of which had a reference to the great 
work of salvation by Christ. For instance, the offering up of the 
daily sacrifice of a lamb prefigured him as the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world, (Exod. xxix. 38, 39., 
John i. 29.); the annual offering of the great atonement prefi- 
gured him as the sacrifice to be once offered for sin, (Levit. xvi., 
Heb. ix. 7-15.) ; and the cities of refuge prefigured him as the 
refuge of the poor and guilty soul. (Num. xxxv., Heb. vi. 18.) 
All these must, from what the apostle says, have been more or 
less understood by the people, as typical of Christ. His language 
is: ‘“*For before faith came [that is, before Christ, the object of 
faith, came] we were kept under the law, shut up into the faith 
which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our 
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified 
through faith.” (Gal. iii. 23, 24.) 

There were, also, during this period, two remarkable prophe- 
cies delivered respecting Christ: one by Moses, who says: “ A 
prophet shall the Lord God raise up unto you of your brethren . 
like unto me: Him shall ye hear in all things, whatsoever he 
shall say unto you,” (Deut. xviii. 15., Acts vii. 37.) ; and one by 
Balaam, who says: ‘I shall see him, but not now; I shall 
behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a star out of Jacob, 
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and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel.” (Num. xxiv. 17., Matt. u. 
he 5, 

Thus we are brought through the forty years journey of the 
wilderness to the edge of the land of Canaan; and, for visible ma- 
nifestations of Christ, and for communications from Christ, and for 
ordinances pointing to Christ, and for events and things typical of 
Christ, and for prophecies of Christ, a most remarkable forty years 
have they been. Let us now accompany the Israelites into the 
promised land, where we shall still find Christ with them, and 
where we shall find him, too, still working in such a manner with 
them and by them, as to make all men acquainted with himself 
as the Saviour. : | 

On the death of Moses, Joshua was appointed to conduct the 
people forward, and to locate them in the several possessions al- 
lotted to them. He, as it may be supposed, felt the burden of 
his charge; but Christ, to comfort and support him, appeared 
personally to him as the Captain of the Lord’s host, and asa 
Being demanding homage and worship: ‘* And it came to pass, 
when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and look- 
ed, and, behold, there stood a man over against him, with his 
sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said 
unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? And he said, 
Nay ; but as Captain of the host of the Lord am Inow come. And 
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto 
him, What saith my Lord unto his servant ? And the Captain of 
the Lord’s host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy 
foot : for the place whereon thou standest is holy.” (Josh. v. 18.) 
Under the direction of this glorious Being, Joshua led the 
Israelites forward ; and great was the impression produced on all 
the nations as they advanced. Rahab, after enumerating all 
the wonders of the God of Israel, of which she and others of her 
people had heard, said to the spies: “‘ Your God, he is God in 
heaven above, and on earth beneath,” (Josh. ii. 11.) ; and after- 
wards, the Gibeonites, when they appeared before Joshua, said to 
him: ‘“‘ We thy servants are come, because of the name of the 


Lord thy God ; for we have heard the fame of him.” (Josh. ix. 9.) 
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Thus, by means of the Israelites, was the knowledge of the true 
God becoming more and more widely dispersed. 

After Joshua had passed away from the earth, the leadership 
of the people was confided to a number of men in succession, who 
bore the name of Judges; to one of whom, Gideon, as well as 
once to a great body of the people, Christ visibly shewed himself, 
exhibiting his usual characteristics of pity and of love. When 
he appeared to the people, it was to bring them to a sense of their 
sinfulness in forsaking Him who had done so much for them in 
days that were gone. Deeply affecting, on that occasion, were 
his words, and equally deep was the impression produced. He 
spoke unto them as their own God: ‘And the Angel Jehovah 
came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up 
out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware 
unto your fathers ; and I said, I will never break my covenant 
with you. And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of 
this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have not 
obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? And it came to pass, 
when the Angel Jehovah spake these words unto all the children 
of Israel, that the people lifted up their voice and wept. And 
they called the name of that place Bochim: and they sacrificed 
there unto the Lord.” (Judges ii. 1, 2, 4, 5.) And when he ap- 
peared to Gideon, it was to encourage him to go forth as the deli- 
verer of the Israelites, who had fallen under the power of the Mi- 
dianites. To him, too, he spoke as the great God : “* And there 
came the Angel Jehovah, and sat under an oak which was in 
Ophrah. And Jehovah said unto Gideon, Go in this thy might, 
and thou shalt save Israel out of the hand of the Midianites : have 
not I sent thee? Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite 
the Midianites as one man.” (Judges vi. 11, ed 16.) Besides 
appearing to these, he manifested himself also to Manoah and his 
wife, in order to communicate to them the birth of Samson, who 
was designed to be one day a remarkable deliverer of Israel : and 
to them likewise he said such things, and before them he did such 
things, as after his departure to lead Manoah without hesitation 
to say: “ We have seen God.” (Judges xiii. 22.) During the 
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days, too, of the Judges a revelation of Christ, even by name, 
was made to the pious Hannah, the mother of Samuel, who, in 
her song of thanksgiving, thus speaks: ‘“ He shall give strength 
unto his King, and exalt the horn of his Messiah.” (1 Sam. il. 
10.) 

After the Judges had given place to the line of Kings who 
reigned over Israel, Christ ceased to appear visibly among them, 
as he had hitherto been accustomed to do. Communications, how- 
ever, concerning him were not the less frequent ; nay, they seem- 
ed to increase in number and clearness. The second king of 
Israel was David, a man on whom the Spirit of Christ (1 Pet. 1. 
11.) was abundantly poured out; for much did he speak of him, 
and numerous and sweet were his songs concerning him. It will 
be impossible to quote all that the Psalmist has said of Christ. 
Let the following suffice. He has spoken of him as the Messiah : 
“The rulers take counsel together against the Lord, and against 
his Messiah.” (Psal. 11.2.) As the Son of God: “TI will declare 
the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee.” (ii. 7., Acts xiii. 833.) As the Crea- 
tor: “ Of old thou hast laid the foundations of the earth, and the 
heavens are the works of thy hands. (cii. 25——-27., Heb. i. 10.) 
And as the object of angelic worship : “‘ Worship him, all ye 
Gods.” (xcvil. 7., Heb. i. 7.) He has mentioned his incarnation : 
“‘ Mine ears hast thou bored,” or “a body hast thou prepared for 
me.” (xl. 6., Heb. x. 5.) His rejection by the Jews: “The stone 
which the builders rejected is become the head-stone of the cor- 
ner.” (cxvill. 22., Matt. xxi. 42.) His betrayal by Judas: “ Yea, 
mine own familiar friend in whom I trusted, who did eat of my 
bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.” (xli. 9., John xiii. 18.) 
The giving of him gall and vinegar to drink: “They gave me 
also gall for my meat, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to 
drink.” (Ixix. 21., John xix. 28, 29.) The casting of lots for his 
raiment : ‘ They part my garments among them, and cast lots for 
my vesture.” (xxii. 18., Matt. xxvii. 35.) His words upon the 
cross: “* My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me.” (xxii. 1., 
Matt. xxvii. 46.) His death: “Into thine hand I commit my 
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spirit.” (xxxi. 5., Luke xxiii. 46.) His resurrection: “ Thou 
wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thy Holy 
One to see corruption.” (xvi. 10., Acts ii. 27.) His ascension : 
“Thou hast ascended on high: thou hast led captivity captive : 
thou hast received gifts for men ; yea, for the rebellious also, that 
the Lord God might dwell among them.” (Ixviii. 18., Eph. iv. 
8—10.) His everlasting priesthood: ‘Thou art a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” (cx. 4., Heb. vii. 17.) And he 
has dwelt in the most glowing language on the ultimate prevalence 
of his kingdom in the world : ‘‘ His name shall endure for ever : 
his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be 
blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed.” (Ixxii. 17.) 
To David succeeded Solomon, a king under whom the nation 
of Israel attained to such a degree of greatness, that all the kings 
and kingdoms of the world gazed at it with the most profound 


wonder and awe. By the direction of God a temple was then 


erected, which, for greatness and for glory, had never been ex- 
celled on earth. Universal attention was excited ; “for, lo! the 
kings were assembled, they passed by together: they saw it, and 
so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away.” (Psal. 
xlvi. 4-6.) And why was all this ? Why did God thus distinguish 
the nation of Israel? Was it that He put any value on worldly 
splendor? No such thing. But he, knowing the proneness of the 
Gentiles to be excited by whatever was visible and grand, thus 
condescendingly consulted their fallen nature, by presenting be- 
fore them that which might operate in drawing them towards the 


people who had in their hands the oracles of God, and the pro- 


mises of the Messiah. And many were attracted. To see the glo- 
ry of Solomon and to hear his wisdom, the queen of Sheba came 
from the ends of the earth (2 Chron. ix. 1-8.); “yea,” it is 
said, ‘all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon, 
to hear his wisdom which God had put in his heart.” (2 Chron. 
ix. 23.) In listening to the Jewish monarch, all, doubtless, heard 
something of Christ. It is true, that his Proverbs and Ecclesiastes 
say little, if any thing, concerning Him ; but it is the opinion of 
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the most, that his Song of Songs is occupied from beginning to 
end with nothing but a description of Christ and his church. 

As a farther means of making the Israelites instrumental in 
communicating the knowledge of Christ among the nations, God 
caused schools of prophets to be set up among them, in which 
men appear to have been educated for the purpose of going forth, 
not only among the Jews, but into all the surrounding countries, 
to declare unto the people the word of the Lord. Thus we find 
Jonah sent to Nineveh (Jonah i. 1.); and we find also messages 
sent to Babylon, to Egypt, to Tyre, and to other lands,—which 
messages were probably conveyed thither by the prophets them- 
selves who uttered them, or by some of the pupils belonging to 
the schools of the prophets. Thus the Lord gave the word, and 
great was the company of those that published it. The Israelitish 
church was all along just what Christ has constituted the Chris- 
tian church,—a Missionary church :—so careful has God ever 
been that his fallen and degraded creature man should not be ig- 
norant of the Saviour of the world. 

The line of prophets extended from the days of Samuel, down 
to within 400 years of the coming of Christ, a period altogether 
of about 600 years. Several of them have, under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, committed their prophecies and their addres- 
ses to writing: and so much do they say of Christ, that an ordi- 
nary volume would not contain all that they have uttered. Let 
us, however, present you with a few of their sayings; and this 
we shall do rather in the order in which their books are placed 
in our Bible, than according to the periods in which they lived. 

Isaiah stands first, a prophet who, as John tells us (John xii, 
41.) actually saw Christ in his glory (Isa. vi. 1-4), and a pro- 
phet from whose writings, as has often been remarked, almost a 
complete history of Christ might be compiled. He tells us, 
amongst a great many other things, of Christ’s descent: “ And 
there shall come forth arod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots.” (xi. 1.) Of his birth by a virgin: 
‘“* Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel.” (vii. 14.) Of his divine and human char- 


SS EON ae BACHE 
- a 


a 


EERE 


24 


acter: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, the Everlast- 
ing Father, the Prince of Peace.” (ix. 6.) Of his miracles : “‘ Then 
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
shall be unstopped : then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and 
the tongue of the dumb sing.” (xxxv. 5, 6.) Of his excellencies : 
‘¢ And a man shall be as a hiding place from the wind, and a co- 
vert from the tempest ; as rivers of waters in a dry place ; as the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” (xxxii. 2.) Of his re- 
jection by the people: ‘“‘ He is despised and rejected of men; a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief ; and we hid as it were 
our faces from him: he was despised, and we esteemed him not.” 
(lili. 8.) Of his sufferings and death for our sins; ‘ He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities ; 
he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression 
of my people was he smitten.” (liii. 4, 8.) Of his burial: ‘‘ He 
made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death.” 
(liii. 9.) Of his final glory : “‘ Behold, my servant. shall deal pru- 
dently, he shall be exalted and be extolled, and be very high : as 
many were astonished at thee, (his visage was so marred more 
than any man, and his form more than the sons of men ;) so 
shall he sprinkle many nations : the kings shall shut their mouths 
at him; for that which had not been told them shall they 


gee, and that which they had not heard shall they consider.” 


(ii. 138-15.) And, lastly, of the establishment, increase, and per- 
fection of his kingdom: ‘‘ Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and establish it with judgment and with 
justice, from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will perform this.” (ix. 7.) 

Jeremiah follows, and he gives us a distinct prediction of the 
miraculous conception of Christ: ‘“‘ The Lord hath created a new 
thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a man,” (xxxi. 22.) 
A description of Christ’s justifying righteousness, as Mediator : 
* Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto 
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David a righteous branch, and a king shall reign and prosper, 
and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth: in his days 
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely ; and thisis the 
name whereby he shall be called, The Lord our righteousness.’’ 
(xxi. 5, 6.) And he gives us also a most clear account of the cha- 
racter of the new covenant, and of the inward efficacy of the gos- 
pel: “ After those days, saith the Lord, I will putmy law in theinin- 
ward parts, and write it in their hearts ; and will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man 
his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord; 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest 
of them, saith the Lord ; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their sin no more.” (xxxi. 33, 34., Heb. viii. 8-13.) 

Ezekiel stands next in order. He, besides being favored with 
visions of the person of Christ, (i. 26-28.) mentions him several 
times most distinctly under the name of David: “ And I will set 
up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my 
servant David ; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd : 
and I the Lord will be their God, and my servant shall be a 
prince among them: I the Lord have spoken it.” (xxxiv. 23, 
24.) And once he mentions him as the Plant of Renown: 
And I will raise up for them a Plant of Renown, and they shall 
no more be confounded with hunger in the land, neither bear the 
shame of the heathen any more.” (xxxiv. 29.) 

Daniel then succeeds. In the days of this prophet, the Israel- 
ites were, as a body, living captivesin the country of Babylon,— 
a vast and mighty empire, which, though founded before the Is- 
raelites were planted in Canaan, yet had since then greatly in- 
creased in extent and importance. Its kings reigned over 
120 provinces, extending even to India itself. (Esther i. 1.) 
Whatever wonderful, therefore, was said or done in the capital 
of this empire, was sure to be heralded throughout almost the whole 
of the then known world. And as God in providing a Saviour 
intended him not for the Jews only, but also for all nations, so, 
it is to be presumed, that one of the principal reasons why the 
Israelites were permitted to be carried down, for a season, into the 
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land of the Chaldees was that, by this means, the Messiah might 
become more universally known. He himself personally and vi- 
sibly appeared there in the fiery furnace in the company of the 
three Hebrew youths. The king of Babylon himself beheld him : 
“Then Nebuchadnezzar, the king, was astonished, and rose up in 
haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast 
three men bound into the midst of the fire ? They answered and 
said, True, O King. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt: 
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” (Dan. iii. 24, 
25.) The result of this sight was, that Nebuchadnezzar made a 
decree, “ That every people, nation, and language, which spoke 
any thing against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
should be cut in pieces, and their houses should be made a dung- 
hill.” (iii. 29.) This was, in effect, making Christ known through- 
out the whole earth. In addition to this, prophecies of Christ, 
of the plainest kind, were at this time delivered in Babylon ; and, 
no doubt, these too went forth into the surrounding countries, 
equally with the accounts of other things that happened. Daniel 
himself saw, in the night visions, Christ glorified as universal 
king's. IT saw: in the night visions, and, behold, one like the 
Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of Days, and they brought him near before him: and 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve him ; his dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” (vii. 13, 14.) 
He was told, too, of his death, of the object of his death, and 
of the very time of his death: ‘‘ And after threescore and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself.” (ax. 23— 
27.) And, lastly, he was informed of the history of Christ’s 
kingdom almost to the end of time. (vii.—xil.) These things 
having been done, and made known in Babylon, the Israelites 


were brought back to their own land to wait the incarnation of 
the Son of God,—all nations having been fully informed of the 
coming of the Great King. 
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Hosea, the first of those called the minor prophets, now follows. 
Fle, besides mentioning that Christ should be carried down to 
Kgypt, (xi. 1., Matt. 11. 15.) describes him as the Lord of hosts: 
“Yea, Jacob had power over the Angel, and prevailed ; he wept 
and made supplication to him: he found him in Bethel, and there 
he spake with us; even the Lord of hosts,” (xii. 4, 5.); and he al- 
so assures us, that yet unto Christ the long-scattered tribes of 
Israel will return, and upon Him will believe : “ Afterwards shall 
the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord their God, and 
David their king ; and fear the Lord and his goodness in the lat- 
ter days.” (ili. 5.) 

Joel describes to us the wonders of the day of Pentecost, the 
awful consequences to the Jews of rejecting Christ, and the hap- 
py results of calling upon him: “ And it shall come to pass after- 
ward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see visions ; and also upon the ser- 
vants and handmaids in those days will I pour outmy Spirit: and 
I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the carth, blood, and 
fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of the 
Lord come : and it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be delivered ; for in Mount Zionand in 
Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the 
remnant whom the Lord shall call.” (ii. 28-32., Acts ii. b7-25)°4 

Amos, besides telling us that he actually saw Christ, (axe 1,) 
gives us a prophecy of him and his kingdom, to which reference 
is made in the New Testament : “In that day will I raise up the 
' tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches 
thereof ; and I will raise up its ruins, and I will build it asin the 
days of old.” (ix. 11., Acts xv. 16.) 

Obadiah, too, appears to speak of him when he says : “‘ Upon 
mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness,” — 
“* And the kingdom shall be the Lord’s.” ( L224) 

Jonah, (his book being rather historical than prophetical,) 
does not appear to say anything particular! y of Christ, yet is the 
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prophet himself mentioned in the New Testament as having been 
an eminent type of the Saviour in his burial and resurrection : 
“ For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s 
belly, so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth.” (Matt. xii. 40.) 

Micah, besides quoting one of the most illustrious of Isaiah’s 
prophecies respecting the kingdom of Christ in the latter days 
(iv. 1-3., Isa. ii, 2-4.), mentions his birth-place, his eternal ex- 
istence, and his great work as the Shepherd of Israel: ‘‘ But 
thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel ; whose goings forth have been of 
old from everlasting : he shall stand and feed in the strength of the 
Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God ; and they 
shall abide : for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth.” 
(Remi4.)- 

Nahum, also, like Micah, quotes from Isaiah respecting Christ : 
‘“‘ Behold, upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace.” (i. 15., Isa. li. 7., Rom. x. 15.) 

Habakkuk prophesies of Christ’s coming, and of salvation by 
faith in him, in words some of which are quoted in the New Tes- 
tament: ‘ For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the 
end it shall speak, and not lie ; though it tarry, wait forit ; because 
it will surely come, it will not tarry. Behold, his soul which is 
lifted up is not upright in him; but the _— shall live by faith.” 
(ii. 8, 4., Heb. x. 87, 38.) 

Zephaniah appears to refer to Christ when he says: ‘The 
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ; he will save, he 
will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love ; he will 
joy over thee with singing.” (iu. 17.) 

Haggai is asserted by the apostle Paul (Heb. xii. 26.) to have 
spoken of Christ and his kingdom when he said : “ For thus saith 


the Lord of hosts ; yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake 


the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and 
I will shake all nations, and the Desire of all nations shall come : 
and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. The 
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glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith 
the Lord of hosts: and in this place, will I give peace, saith the 
Lord of hosts.” (ii. 6, 7, 9.) 

Zechariah, like Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and Amos, was favour- 
ed with visions of the Saviour (i. 8-11.) ; and much does he say 
of him. He speaksof him asthe man whose name is the Branch, 
(vi. 12.) ; and as the person who should build the temple of the 
Lord, bear the glory, sit upon his throne, and be a priest upon 
his throne. (vi. 18.) He mentions his entrance into J erusalem, 
sitting upon an ass, anda colt the foal of anass. (ix. 9., Matt. xxi. 
5.) He predicts his betrayal by Judas for thirty pieces of silver, 
(xi. 12, 13., Matt. xxvi. 15.), his abandonment by the disciples 
(xii. 7., Matt. xxvi. 31.), his sufferings, (xii. 10., xiii. 7.), and 
their glorious effects in saving from sin. (xiii. 1.) 

Malachi comes last of all, and he most explicitly mentions 
Christ as the Messenger, as Jehovah, as the Sun of Righteousness, 
and also John the Baptist as his forerunner: ‘ The Lord whom 
ye seek shall suddenly come to his temple, even the Messenger of 
the covenant, whom ye delight in.” (iii. 1.) “ But unto you that 
fear my name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing 
in his wings.” (iv. 2.) “ Behold, I will send you Elijah the pro- 
phet, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord.” (avy 5.5 Matt.:xii.b2s) 

_ Thus, brethren, we have endeavoured to shew you Christ as he 
is exhibited in the Old Testament ; partially verifying to you the 
words of Christ himself to his disciples: ‘ And he said unto 
them, these are the words which I spake unto you while I was 
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were writ- 
ten in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalins, 
concerning me.” (Luke xxiv. 44.) May He, by his Spirit, open all 
our understandings, as he did theirs, that we may understand the 
Scriptures. | Signed on behalf of the Association, 

G. Pearce, Moderator, 
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MINUTES 


Of the Mretincs OF THE ASSOCIATION HELD IN SERAMPOREF, 


From the 24th to the 27th DecemBer, 1844. 


a) 


The Introductory Prayer Meeting, in Bengalee, was held in the 
Chapel of the Christian Village, at 4 past 3 p. M.: Brother G. 
Pearce presided, and prayer was also offered by Brethren F’. De 
Monte, Ram Jeebun of Dacca, and Ram Huri of Calcutta. 

The Introductory Prayer Meeting, in English, was held in the 
Mission Chapel at 7 Pp. M.: Brother Mack presided, and prayer 
was offered by Brethren W. Yates, D. D. and W. H. Denham. 


ore + reste 


Wednesday, 25th December, 1844. 

After the customary service of the Day at the Danish Church, 
where Brother Sutton of Cuttack preached, from John xvu. 3. 
‘‘T have finished the work, &c.” the Association met for business, 
in the Mission Chapel at 4 past 12 noon. 

Prayer having been offered in English, by Dr. Yates, and in 
Bengalee, by Brother G. Pearce, Brother Pearce was elected Mo- 
derator of the Association. 

The roll of Delegates from the Churches on this occasion being 
called for was found to be as follows: 

SERAMPORE, ..  .. .. John Mack, Pastor. 

John Robinson. 


Ramsoonder. 

Mie eo I hae, Taator. 

Dinacrerore and Sapwa- H. Smylie, Pastor. 
WAL OL ee ee Cena, 


Cutwa, 
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Laut Bayar, Calcutta, .. J. L. Carrau, Deacon. 
David Chill. 
Dicey er ar) ee Dead eena 
Circunar Roap, Calcutta,.. Andw. Leslie, Pastor. 
| Ws Yates; D:D. 
Howran,.. ..  ..  .. Thos. Morgan, Pastor. 
Gunga- Narayun, 
CUrrace, uy: 2. 8 a atom 
Burisavt,.. .. ..  .. Sylvester Bareiro, Pastor. 
Vishwanath. 
Gorachand. 
KRAARI) 60 0 ads) oO Kalachend Munduk 
: Neelmunee Bhooee. 
Lukuyantipoorn, .. .. IF. De Monte, Co.-Pastor.* 
Durpu- Narayun Mundul. 
Choora- Munee Sirdar. 
Khogeshur Sirdar. 
CoLincaH, Calcutta,.. .. J. Wenger, Pastor. 
Lalchand. 
Inrauiy, Calcutta, .. .. Geo. Pearce, Pastor.* 
Jadub-Chunder Bishwas. 
Shama-Churn Royu. 
Oodoy-Chunder Ghose. 
Philip Sirdar. 
Saduk Sha. 
Noorseekpar Cooke, .. John C. Page, Pastor. 
Wm. Thomas, Co.- Pastor. 
Sristidhar. 
Lukhya-Narayun. 
James Thomas, Absent. 
Carapiet C. Aratoon, Do. » 
W. W. Evans. 


John Brooks. 
W.H. Denham. 


Charge. 


Ministers without Pastoral 


* From these Churches, by inadvertence more than the proper number 
of Delegates have been sent, 
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The Churches in Jessore, Chittagong, and Beerbhoom have 
been unable to send Delegates to the Association this year ; they 
have all however sent Letters, and the first two also assist the 
Funds of the Association by Collections. , 

The Scheme of religious services prepared for this occasion by 
the Standing Committee, was submitted to the Association and 
approved of. 

Brethren Geo. Pearce, A. Sutton, W. H. Denham, and H. Smy- 
lie were appointed a Committee on the Registration of Marriages, 
Births, and Deaths. 

Brethren W. Yates, D. D., J. Wenger, Geo. Pearce, A. Sutton, 
John Robinson, and Jadub Chunder Bishwas, were appointed a 
Committee on the preparation and printing of Books. 

Brethren A. Leslie, T. Morgan, and J. L. Carrau, were ap- 
pointed a Committee on the Finances of the Association. 

Each of these Committees was instructed to give in their Re- 
port to the Association, at the Meeting for business to-morrow. 

The greater part of the Letters from the Churches were then 
read both in English and Bengalee ; and it was resolved that the 
remainder should be read, at the close of the religious service ap- 


pointed for this Evening. 


7 p.m. A Devotional service was held in the Mission Chapel. 
Brother J. Wenger opened the Meeting with singing, reading the 
Scriptures, and prayer in English: Brother Denham delivered an 
address in English: and a Bengalee Hymn having been sung, 
Brother T. Morgan gave an address, and concluded the service, 


with prayer, in Bengalee. 

The Association having then met for business, the remainder 
of the Letters from the Churches were read both in English and 
Bengalee. From them the following Statistical Table has been 


compiled. 
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Thursday, 26th December, 1844, 

74 a.m. The customary Prayer Meeting of the Serampore Con- 
gregation was held, when Brethren Parsons of Monghyr, Brooks 
of Calcutta, and Smylie of Dinagepore, engaged in the service. 

10 a.m. The Association Sermon in Bengalee, was preached 
in the Mission Chapel, by Brother W. Carey, of Cutwa, from 
Mat. xxii. 21. The introductory part of the Service was con- 
ducted by Brother W. Yates, D. D. 


124 Noon. The Association met for business, in the Mission 
Chapel. 

Prayer haying been offered in Bengalee, by the Moderator, the 
Minutes of the proceedings of the Association at its previous 
meetings were read and approved. 

Brother A. Sutton read a Letter from Brother C. Lacey to his 
address, containing his concurrence in the adherence of the Church 
in Cuttack to the Association. Brother Sutton likewise expressed 
his own feeling of satisfaction in this union. 

The Circular Letter was read in English by Brother Leslie; 
and it was unanimously resolved, on the motion of Brother Mack, 
seconded by W. Yates, D. D., that it be received as the Letter of 
the Association, and the thanks of the Association be given to 
Brother Leslie for its preparation. 

It was resolved on the motion of Brother Sutton, seconded by 
Brother Wenger, that the Letter be printed in Bengalee, as a 
tract for distribution amongst the Churches. 

The Report of the Committee on Books having been called for, 
was given in by Brother Sutton, and on the motion of Brother 
Leslie, seconded by Brother Evans, was adopted. 

The Brethren appointed as a Committee on Books, beg to pre- 
sent the following brief report. 

I. The Minutes of last year relating to Brother Wenger's 
Work on the Constitution and Discipline of the Christian Church © 
were read: and, as specimen copies of the entire Work had been 
printed, and presented to the Brethren composing the revising 
Committee, it was unanimously resolyed— 
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1. That the Work should be proceeded with in accordance 
with the Minutes of last Association. 

2. That Brother Denham be substituted for Brother Small, 
on the revising Committee, the latter having removed to Benares ; 
and that the Brethren composing the revising Committee be re- 
quested to furnish their remarks or suggestions to Brother Wenger 
on or before the 15th February, 1845, after which date Brother 
Wenger should proceed with the Printing. 

II. Having heard Brother John Robinson’s verbal Report re- 
lating to the EvANGeELisT, it was resolved, that he should be re- 
quested to continue his very useful labours another year ; and that 
it be recommended to the Brethren who have charge of Native 
Churches, to endeavour to prevail on the people under their care 
to read the work regularly and attentively. 

III. Respecting the various works mentioned as desiderata 
by the Brethren last year, no progress having been made in their 
preparation, it was resolved the Brethren should be requested 
still to keep them in mind. a 

IV. Brother J. Robinson haying kindly undertaken to relieve 
Brother Wenger of the labour of translating into Bengalee his 
work on the Constitution and Discipline of the Church, it was 
resolved that Brother Wenger be requested now to proceed with 
the preparation of a companion Work, on Christian Doctrines and 
Duties. 

V. Considerable conversation has been held respecting other 
publications : but no definite resolution has been adopted respect- 
ing them by this Committee. 

The above Report is respectfully submitted. 


The Report of the Committee on Registration of Marriages, 
Births and Deaths, being called for, was read by Brother Sutton. 
It was resolved on the motion of Brother Yates, D. D., seconded 
by Brother Evans, that the Report be received and adopted, and 
that the Secretaries be instructed to furnish the Registrar, Bro- 
ther G. Pearce, with the funds necessary for carrying the Report 
into execution. 


E 2 
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Report of the Committee on the Registration of Marmages, 
Births, and Deaths. 

I. The Minutes of last Association relating to the Registration 
of Marriages, Births, and Deaths, having been read, Brother 
Pearce submitted to the Committee Specimens of Forms of Re- 
gistration in English and Bengalee ; which, with a few suggestions, 
were approved, and recommended for adoption. 

2. It was resolved, that each Church connected with the As- 
sociation should be recommended to adopt the Forms now ap- 
proved, and obtain the requisite Book from the General Registrar. 

3. It was also resolved, that Brother Pearce, the General Re- 
gistrar, should be instructed to keep a Set of Books for the pur- 
pose of inserting authenticated copies of all Registrations of Mar- 
riages, Births, and Deaths, forwarded to him from the different 
Churches. 


(Signed) A. Surron, Convener of the Commitiec. 


The Report of the Committee on the Finances of the Associa- 
tion being called for, was given in by Brother Leslie. On the mo- 
tion of Brother Yates, seconded by Brother Brooks, it was unani- 
mously resolved that the Report be received, and that the thanks 
of the Association be given to the Friends who have so kindly re- 
lieved the Association from the charges hitherto incurred. 

Report of the Committee on the Finances of the Association. 

The Finance Committee have the pleasure of reporting, that 
there is on hand the sum of Rs. 578-4-6, for the purposes of the 
Association. This sum includes all that has hitherto been con- 
tributed by the several Churches—the Expenses hitherto incurred 
in postage, in the purchase of Record-books, the printing of Cir- 
culars, and the Circular Letter for last year, having been kindly 
defrayed by the Secretaries, and the Serampore Press. 

(Signed) A. Lrsiir, 


| J Convener of the Committee. 
26th December, 1844. | 
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On the motion of Brother Yates, D. D., seconded by Brother 
Denham, It was resolved that the Secretaries be instructed to ap- 
propriate the Funds of the Association, to carrying into execution 
the Report of the Committee on Books. 

On the motion of Brother Mack, seconded by Brother Leslie, 
it was resolved that, at the future meetings of the Association, a 
Sub-Committee should be early appointed to prepare an abstract 
of the State of the Churches. 

Brother Mack read part of an Address to be presented to H. M. 
the King of Denmark, in acknowledgment of the long continu- 
ed favour shewn to the Mission by the Danish Government, and 
beseeching His Majesty’s interference on behalf of our persecuted 
Brethren in Denmark. On the motion of Brother Yates, D. D. 
seconded by Brother Sutton, Brother Mack was requested to 
complete the Address, and, under the direction of the Standing- 
Committee, forward it to His Majesty, signed by the siuoniaiee 
and all the Members of the Association. 


STD 


7 p.M. The Association Sermon in English was preached in the 
Mission Chapel by Brother W. W. Evans, from 1. Cor. iii. 7. 
The introductory part of the service was conducted by Brother 
John C. Page, and the concluding part by Brother Sutton. 

On the conclusion of this Service, the Association met for busj- 
ness, in the same place: The Moderator in the Chair. 

It was resolved unanimously, that the Circular Letter for next 
year be drawn up by Brother G. Pearce, and that the subject of 
it be left to his own choice : 

That at the next meeting of the Association, the Association 
Sermon in English be preached by Brother Mack, and in case of 


failure by Brother Denham: and that the Association Sermon in 
Bengalee be preached by Brother Williamson of Beerbhoom, and 
in case of failure by Brother Parry of Jessore : 

That Brethren Mack and Evans be re-appointed the Secre- 
taries of the Association : 

That the Standing Committee for the ensuing g year consist of 
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Brethren W. Yates, D. D. ; A. Leslie ; James Thomas; J. Brooks ; 
J. Wenger; and W. H. Denham, together with the Moderator 
and Secretaries : 

That the next Meeting of the Association, commencing with 
the usual introductory Services on the Tuesday before Christmas 
Day, be held in Calcutta; and that the Secretaries be instructed » 
to correspond with the Churches in Circular Road and the Lall 
Bazar, to ascertain to which of them it would be most desirable 
and convenient to entertain the Association : 

That the Standing Committee be requested to make suitable 
arrangements for the entertainment of the Native Brethren at the 
next Meeting of the Association. 

On the motion of Brother Evans, seconded by Brother Sutton, 
it was resolved, that the Standing Committee be instructed to 
open a Correspondence through the Secretaries, with the Baptist 
Churches and Missionary Brethren in the Upper Provinces, Mid- 
napore, Balasore, Jelasore, Assam, Madras, Ceylon, Arracan, the 
Tenasserim Provinces, Siam and China, for the purpose of draw- 
ing them into a closer union with this Association. 

It was also resolved by acclamation, thatthe very cordial thanks 
of all the Brethren present be offered to the Pastor and Friends 
of the Serampore Church, for their excellent arrangements, and 
kind Christian hospitality, during the sittings of the Association. 


Friday, 27th December, 1844. 

At 10 A. M. a meeting was held in the Village Chapel, at which 
the Moderator presided, and the proceedings were conducted in 
the Bengalee language. After singing and reading of the Serip- 
tures, Brother Shem of Calcutta offered up prayer. 

The Circular Letter of the Association in Bengalee was read-at 
length ; and thanks were presented to Brother J. Robinson for his 
translation of the same. 

A hymn having been sung, and prayer offered by Brother Jadub 
Chunder Bishwas, of Calcutta, a general conversation was main- 
tained, and the native Brethren were particularly invited to men- 
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tion whatever occurred to them of interest or difficulty. The re- 
sult was highly pleasing to all present. 

On the motion of Brother W. Carey, seconded by Mr. Carrau, 
it was resolved unanimonsly, that the Secretaries be instructed 
to write to all the Churches connected with the Association, to 
request that a collection be made for the relief of our persecuted 
Brethren in Denmark. 

The Session of the Association was then closed with prayer and 
the benediction by the Moderator. 

(Signed) G. PEARcE, 
Moderator. 
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